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What's different about eyberbullying?
Bullying i= naot new, but some features of cybarbullving
are diffierant from other farms of bullving:

1. 24/7 and the invasion of home/
personal space. Cyberbulying can take
place at any time and can intrude info spoces
hat have previously been regarded as sofe
or personal.

2. The audience can be very large and
reached rapidly. The aifficulty in controling
aectronically circukoled messages means tha
zale and =cope of cvberbulving can be greater
han far ather forms of bullving. Electronically
foresarded confent s hard to contral, and the
warry of conient resuriacing can make it difficult
r targets to maove on.

3. People who cyberbully may attempt to
remain anonymous. This can be extramaly
distressing for those being bullied. The persan
o'berbullving may never be in the same physical
ace as their target.

4. The profile of the bully and target.
Ovberbulving can foke place both betesesan
peers and across generations; teachers have
alzo been targets. Age or size are not impartant.
Bestanders can ako became accessarnies to tha
bulling; for example, by passing on a
humiliating image.

5. Some instances of cyberbullying
are known to be unintentional. ¢ can be
he result of nat thinking [something sent as a
pke may ba deaply upsetting ar offensive ta tha
rcipient]or a lock of owareness of tha
@nsaguences - far example saving something
regative online about anather pupil, or friend that
hey don't expect to be foresarded or viewed
iside their immedioke group.

4. Many cyberbullying incidents can
themselves act as evidence. This soneof
he reasans why it's imporant 1o know how
b respand!

Cyberbullying and the law.

Education law: Bullying is never acceptable.

The schaol cammunity has a duty to prated all its
members and provide o safe, healthy environrmeant.
A range of Educafion Acts and government inftiatives
highlight the=a abligations.

The Education and Inspections Act 2006 (EA 2004)
ouflines =amea lagal powers which relote mare directly
o cvberbulving. Head teachars have the power

Ya such an exient as k= recsonable’ fo regulate the
conduct of pupils when they are off sile. The El4 alza
provides a defence for school siaff in confiscating
tems such as maobilke phanes from pupils.

Civil and criminal law: &fhough bullying is
not a spaciic criminal affanca in UK low, thara

are kws that can apply in frms of harassing ar
hragtening behaviour, for example, or indead
menacing and threatening communicafions. In
fad, samea cybarbullving activiies could ba criminal
offences undara range of diffarant kews, including
the Protection from Haoraszment Ad 1997, which
has bath criminal and civil provigion, the Malicious
Communications Act 1988, saction 127 of the
Communications Act 2003, and the Public Ordar
Act 1986.

1 felt that no one undersiood what | was
going through. 1 didn’t know who was
sanding me these massoges, and | felt

poweriess to know what to do.”
A pupl










