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3 March 2010 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Sixth Form Proposals  
 
As you no doubt have already heard; the Schools Adjudicator has rejected our proposals to 
provide sixth form education at Houghton Kepier Sports College. 
 
This decision was primarily based on standards. The Adjudicator makes reference to the 
Ofsted judgement of standards as satisfactory and that there is no evidence standards at 
Houghton Kepier are higher than in other local provision; therefore the proposal does not 
present a strong case for raising standards. There is no right of appeal against the decision. 
 
Everyone in school is naturally very disappointed and feels the wishes of our school and 
wider community have been disregarded; I'm sure everyone who attended the public 
meeting will feel the same way. 
 
Our Governing Body and staff will now continue to strive to provide the best possible 
education for the young people of Houghton Le Spring; including post 16 opportunities. 
 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the consultation and took time to either write with 
their support or to attend the public meeting. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Sue Hyland 
Headteacher�
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